She was a middle-aged woman, and I tried to make her realise the shame of so neglecting herself, but was only met with " Sure an' isn't it a consolation to have them now, rather than when ye are ' wakin' (dead)," she said, looking up with an expression of having given a conclusive answer.
The bath, and anything to do with soap and water, is a continual battle. " Sure I'm not a lunatic," said one, " an' why should I be bath-ed 1" (they never say bathed in Ireland), and, though they submit to hospital regulations, they go back to their unwashed state as soon as they go out.
TW!art> E> 3. The ward sister is dumb. As she returns to the ward she stops to speak to " Tommy." This is the second oldest inmate and has to be kept as far as possible from Mrs. Methuselah on account of the deadly jealousy that exists between them. " Tommy's " real name is Mrs. Atkins, but the younger nurse, a tall girl with a splendid face, willjhave a nickname for everyone. This particular nurse is just now sitting on the foot of Tommy's bed with " The Baby," a chubby infant of some six 'months old, to whom the nurse is far more devoted than is its mother, who is suffering from gastritis, and spends most of her time fretting for " My old Man." Next to Tommy is a sturdy urchin with a bandaged head who is engaged making a set of soldiers march to the tune of "Soldiers of the Queen," which he "whistles in true street-arab style. As a matter of fact Dick Nobbs is well enough to get up, but he is so unmanageable that to keep him in bed seems to be the only solution to the problem of keeping him in the ward at all.
The tall nurse soon takes her departure to perform "The Baby's " going-to-bed ablutions, which she does in the middle of the ward in order to give everyone an opportunity of admiring the operation. Reform and Travellers' Clubs (who dined me at St. Andrew's Club a few weeks ago) told me that there was nothing better that he had at either of those clubs and that St. Andrew's was the best ladies' club he had seen.
The additional charges referred to in the members' letter must be the small extra charge for bedrooms, a small weekly charge for the electric lift, and probably the notice that the boarding terms will be discontinued. I have had no communication with the proprietress over this matter; she does not know that I am writing to you, and I am not a member of the club committee.
However, I have heard indirectly that the club did not pay its expenses last year. When I remember what I have seen ?the abuse of the electric light and lift and the advantage taken of the very cheap boarding terms by some of the members, I can only express my surprise that the proprietress has hitherto been so long-suffering, and that she has not raised the charges long before this. Every effort has been made to ensure the comfort of the members at a minimum charge, and I think it due to the proprietress, who has taken so much trouble over it, to record the satisfaction felt by many members besides myself. In conclusion, allow me to add that if any member objects to the way the club is managed, she can appeal to the committee, or if that does not commend itself to her, the obvious and desirable course from every point of view is that she should leave a club that does not suit her. I note that The Hospital with its usual fair-minded and common-sense view holds the same opinion.
appointments. 
